
[Energy]
- 6,500 direct and indirect jobs
-  1 major nuclear power plant: 

Tricastin, which covers 40  % 
of the electricity demand in 
the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes 
region.

[Wood]
- 1,900 jobs
- 863 establishments
- €206M turnover

[Agri-food industry]
- 6,800 jobs
- 162 establishments
-  21,4  % of the department’s 

industrial employment
-  14,8  % of the region’s 

employment in this industry, 
making Drôme the region’s 
leader in this area

[Metallurgy, 
metalwork, machining]
-  7,300 jobs
-  256 establishments
-  22,8  % of the department’s 

industrial employment
-  8,8  % of the regional 

employment in the sector
-  1st industrial employer in the 

department

 MAIN BUSINESS SECTORS IN THE DRÔME 
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OTHER STRONG POINTS  
OF DROME

Ideally located, the Drôme is at the crossroads of major national and European axes.

There are several cruise and cargo ports along the Rhône in the Drôme, providing the 
logistics industry with many development opportunities.

The Drôme is home to several hubs and clusters such as the Nuclear Valley, the only 
competitive hub dedicated to civil nuclear power in France, CIMES focused on the industry 
of the future, or even Vegepolys Valley and Innov’Alliance for agri-food. Ecotox, located in 
the Rovaltain centre of excellence and innovation, is a scientific platform for research in 
ecotoxicology and environmental toxicology which is unique in Europe. It is equipped with 
testing hallsand an analytical platform aimed at manufacturers and laboratories specialising 
in the assessment of potential risks from chemical and biological contaminants.

There are also major skills in filmmaking within a comprehensive ecosystem located in the 
Drôme department. This ecosystem comprises businesses, renowned training courses, such 
as La Poudrière and other popular events such as the Festival International des Scénaristes et 
Compositeurs (Screenwriters and Composers International Festival) in Valence.

T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E S VA R I E D  
A N D  DY N A M I C 
R E S E A R C H 
Several renowned research 
centres:

The department’s scientists 
and researchers work in these 
renowned centres and benefit 
from the Grenoble research 
reputation.

The Drôme department is historically skilled in the luxury industry 
(Jacquard, Footwear, Leather Goods, etc.).
Many companies located in this department operate in several areas: 
knitting, weaving, jewellery, other activities.
More than 1,500 jobs are located in the department, with training centres 
part of large groups and recognised expertise,
such as in Romans-sur-Isère, capital of footwear.

THE LUXURY INDUSTRY

  Other establishments include ESAD, EGC, IFC...

  Several “Campus des métiers et des qualifications” 
(Campus of professions and qualifications):

-  The STHAR Campus: “Soutien au tourisme, à l’hôtellerie, 

à l’agri-culinaire et à la Restauration” (Support for tourism, 

hotels, agriculture and catering),

-  TEXT’IN Sud, dedicated to the textile and clothing field,

-  The CMQ Numérique: Campus des métiers et des 

qualifications du numérique (Campus of digital professions 

and qualifications),

-  The Campus du Numérique, Digital campus for the 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region.

  The University of Valence is an antenna of the 
University of Grenoble-Alpes (56,000 students) 
or of the Grenoble INP (ESISAR specialising in 
cyber security). It is the largest university antenna 
in France.

 46,636 establishments

 184,995 employees

  290 foreign-funded 
companies

IN THE DEPARTMENT

KEY FIGURES

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

DID YOU KNOW?
The Drôme is the 1st organic 
department in France (in number 
of farms).

The Drôme department is a world 
leader in the production and 
processing of plants (fragrances, 
aromatics and medicinal 
products) and more generally in 
the field of bio-cosmetics, health 
and well-being.

 FOCUS 



BEST LOCATIONS TO SET UP  
YOUR BUSINESS
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Strategic motorway 
network The A7 motorway 
runs through the department 
and is the main road axis 
in Europe linking Lyon to 
Marseille.

 AXE 7 
  A 30-ha business park, with an economic 
extension of 115 ha (2024-2025),

  HQE development approved, 1st phase in 
S1 2024,

  Strategic location: access and visibility next 
to a motorway - future A7 half-interchange 
on European motorways.

 ROVALTAIN 
  Rovaltain is a business park in the Valence 
Romans outskirts,

  Over an area of 162 ha, it is located around 
the Valence TGV train station and is ISO 14001 
certified,

  The park homes technological leaders and 
supports companies of tomorrow. It is located 
at the foot of the Vercors and at the gates of 
Provence.

Several stations 
TGV.

Less than 1 hour from 
the Lyon Saint-Exupéry 
International Airport.

Several cruise and 
cargo ports along 
the Rhône.

 MONTELIMAR 
  3.74 ha of land available in the Planas business 
park in La Bâtie Rolland to accommodate 
industrial, artisanal, logistics and commercial 
activities,

  Ideally located, at the crossroads of European 
routes and near Montélimar,

  At the heart of a diverse network of VSEs/SMEs in 
industry or business services.
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LA DRÔME

SCREENWRITERS  
AND COMPOSERS  
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

2 REGIONAL 
NATURAL PARKS

MYTHICAL WINES:
HERMITAGE, CROZES-HERMITAGE, 

ST JOSEPH, CLAIRETTE DE DIE, 
GRIGNAN-LES-ADHÉMAR 

A PLEASANT AND 
VARIED LIVING 
ENVIRONMENT

FROM THE VERCORS TO PROVENCE

VALENCE WAS VOTED THE MOST 

ATTRACTIVE 
MEDIUM-SIZED 
CITY IN FRANCELOWER THAN THOSE IN PARIS

RENTS IN  
VALENCE ARE 3 TIMES 

CITÉ DU 
CHOCOLAT 
VALRHONA
(TAIN L’HERMITAGE)

HECTARES
18,700 

OF VINEYARDS

A TRUE

GASTRONOMIC 
AND OENOLOGICAL 
CULTURE

LAND OF 
OLIVES, 
TRUFFLES AND 
NOUGAT
(MONTÉLIMAR)

51  % 
OF THE 
DEPARTMENT IS 
COVERED IN FORESTS

 AT THE HEART OF A POWERFUL AND DYNAMIC REGION… 

8th EUROPEAN 
REGION
IN TERMS OF 
POPULATION
AND ECONOMY

2nd REGION
FOR HIGHER  
EDUCATION
IN FRANCE WITH 350,000 STUDENTS

2nd FRENCH REGION 
FOR DIRECT FOREIGN INVESTMENTS

1st INDUSTRIAL  
REGION
OF FRANCE (OVER 500,000 JOBS)

€269BN
GDP in 2020
(equivalent to that of Denmark)

A POPULATION OF 8 MILLION
(2nd most populated region of France)
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QUALITY OF LIFE IN


